
It really wasn’t much as rice fi elds go. A couple of lazy cows lay in the mid-morning 
heat, a bone-thin old yellow dog gave them wide berth as he led us to the only shade, a 
blighted Asian Oak right in the center of the 10 acres.

Tropical sun blazed down on our little team as we prayed over the land. We spoke the 
word of the Lord as long as we could take the heat and then, with camera running, 
we made our way down the central dyke and to the red dust lane that was the “main 
road.”

“So, Brother Mark, what do you see?” Bill and I had journeyed thousands of miles and 
at least a decade together. We had walked through mountains and valleys praying for a 
breakthrough. Now he wanted to record what the Lord was going to do in this place.

“I see a University here, with a trade school and an orphanage. I see two thousand kids 
studying to be teachers and technicians, accountants and doctors. From these Killing 
Fields I see a resurrection that will produce a generation that will lead their beloved 
Cambodia from the bottom to the top. I see young evangelists going from here to the 
nations.”

Shocked at the words coming out of my mouth, I stopped speaking. We had just com-
mitted SEAPC to a dream that any reasonable person would say was impossible. The 
oppression and poverty crushed in on us even as we made our declaration of faith.

“And how will that happen?” 

“We will build a team of educators, intercessors, builders and believers who can get the 
job done.” I had just fi nished John Maxwell’s 17 principles of team building and had a 
ready answer.

Now, gazing from the second story window of the LITCO Center at Banteay Mean-
chey Christian University, I thought of all the people who had worked so hard for 
the announcement I was about to make. The dream is just a few steps from becoming 
reality. The graduating students of Rongko High School, deep in the province of Cam-
bodia, were fi ling into the classroom to hear my congratulations on behalf of the team 
who, fi ve years before, had dedicated themselves to the task of bringing Jesus to them 
through quality education.

SEAPC News - August 2008

Cambodia....................................2
SEAPC Coins for Kids...............2
Prayer Focus...............................3 
Tibet.............................................4
Central America.........................4
Attack Lambs.............................5 
Kingdom First Financial...........6

PHONE: 412.826.9063
FAX: 412.826.9065
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 127
Oakmont, PA 15139
EMAIL: info@seapc.us
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS:
seapcnews@seapc.us

Visit us online!
www.seapc.us

Contents It Takes a Team

...continued on page 5

Online through our website:
www.seapc.us/donations
by Mail payable to: 
SEAPC, P.O. Box 127
Oakmont, PA 15139

more
inside...

Contributions

Contact



Don’t forget to pray for current NHO children 
and for children who may have left for various 
reasons. It is the true way to make a difference 
in their lives. 

T
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Please pray for WORKERS.
This month more than 40 people will 
gather in Cambodia for the 2008 Friends 
Around the Table (FAT) gathering. They 
are coming from many nations to cele-
brate the goodness of the Lord and the 
SEAPC Global Community. They have 
differing languages and cultures. They 
know each other by name and testimo-
ny but many of them have never met 
each other. Now, they will spend four 
days gloriously face to face.

SEAPC Coins for Kids

Tina Tomes
tinatomes@seapc.us
www.seapc.us/cambodia

Ratt

The power of unity is what makes SEAPC 
bold in service. When we are in one ac-
cord with the Holy Spirit, He moves in 
the lives of children globally. We are all in 
agreement that children need to be nour-
ished in body, mind and spirit. 

God is moving as we apply ourselves to-
gether in prayer fi rst and then action as the 
Spirit directs. Won’t you please join us in 
praying that doors will open for SEAPC 
Coins for Kids? 

Please pray as we are building team cap-
tains right now for the fall campaign 
(Sept.-Nov.). When God calls you to lead 
out in your church, workplace, school or 
service club, please contact the offi ce for 
materials. Together, we can do all God 
wants to do.

Sandy Foss
seapccoins4kids@seapc.us
www.seapc.us/coinsforkids

They have a few common threads of 
relationship. They know Mark and Ellie. 
They know Jesus and share His salva-
tion. And, they work. Yes, each of these 
people works very hard every day in re-
sponse to the joy of their salvation.

Please pray for these workers. Please 
use the prayer page and the name list 
to take time to pray. Please press into 
Jesus and cry out on behalf of this little 
group. They desperately need the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

Prayer needs for Cambodia continue to 
include the funds for construction and 
teacher’s salaries, discipleship of teachers 
and students, and the upcoming events in 
Cambodia (Friends Around the Table, NHO 
Kid’s Camp, Rongko Teacher’s Retreat). 
However, today, I feel led to tell you about 
two specifi c reasons to celebrate. 

Ratt is a young man who arrived at the or-
phanage in Koh Kong in April 2005 with 

two of his sisters. He was eleven years old at 
that time. In July of 2007, he decided that he 
did not want to comply with the orphanage 
guidelines and left.

Elva arrived at the orphanage in Phnom 
Penh in May 2004 (at age eight) with two 
brothers and a sister. A little over a year ago, 
she started to rebel and was transferred to 
another orphanage in an attempt to guide 
her into better decisions. Unfortunately, it 
did not work and she also left NHO in July 
2007.

The reason for rejoicing is that both children 
have recently returned. What they meant as 
acts of rebellion, the Lord used to draw them      
back to Himself. Ratt talked about suddenly   
not being able to go to school and not hav-
ing enough clothes or food. He remem-
bered having these things at the orphan-
age and decided to return. Elva shared of 
having to labor in the rice fi elds and in 
a garment factory for ten or more hours 
a day, every day. She decided to return 
as she remembered how different life 
at the orphanage had been. 

Both of these children received 
prayer through their previous spon-
sors (Ratt’s sponsors were available 
to sponsor him again), their sib-
lings and the staff at NHO. These 
unifi ed prayers produced fruit in 
the changed hearts of these two 
youth. 

Elva



3

 Prayer Focus
  Prayer Testimony
“Yes,” the superintendent said. “We can have 
the Cambodia fl ag and the Christian fl ag, 
side by side, in the new school yard because 
Jesus has given us the school.”

With that statement a man who had wor-
shipped false gods, who had known the pain 
of the killing fi elds, who had been the prin-
cipal who opened his school to the gospel, 
declared the answer to our greatest prayer. 
He would arrange for Christ to be lifted up 
with his nation to show the community that 
prosperity that comes with the name of Jesus. 
We started years ago with a meeting with the 
Secretary of State for Youth and Sports. We 
began to ask people to pray for the open door 
in Cambodia. 

Following the direction of the Secretary we 
joined with this rural school principal to 
establish a relationship through which he 
would be healed, come to know the Lord, 
and open the way for 2,000 children to come 
to know the Lord. His infl uence staved off a 
teacher’s rebellion, persuaded the headman’s 
position and resulted in Ministry teams com-
ing and sharing Christ with the students. It 
was this man who allowed the posting and 
praying of the Lord’s prayer and the organi-
zation of prayer meetings and Bible studies. 
This is the man who has been established as 
the Superintendant of Schools in the region 
of Rongko, in a nation whose constitution 
declares, the national religion of Cambodia 
is offi cially Buddhism.

How much prayer has been offered for him 
over the past fi ve years? How does it work 
that the Lord establishes a key man in each 
place to hold the door open? How is it that 
Jesus knows the thoughts and intents of the 
heart and steers it in the direction He desires? 
These are all good questions, but they miss 
the point: Prayer, when offered, will be an-
swered. God reaches to the hearts of key peo-
ple and turns them as we pray. The moment 
requires the cooperation of many people in 
many lands. These are people who believe. 
These are people who are changing lives 
through their prayers.

Mark  
markgeppert@seapc.us

12 Power Prayers for 2008
As we stand at the crossroads of time, the 
eighth year of the new millennium, we see 
war on every side, famine and pestilence 
that cannot be cured and threatens to mutate 
into panepedemics. Every culture struggles 
with the emergence of an amoral generation 
with no absolutes. Global focus has come to 
a strip of land 100 by 24 miles. A possible 
global nuclear war could spark from a city 
where the Angel of the Lord once said: 

“‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spir-
it,’ says the LORD Almighty.”

Use this newsletter to join with the SEAPC 
Global Community to call upon the Lord for 
the release of His Spirit to touch the hearts of 
men. Please make prayer a priority in your life.

August 
Most gracious Heavenly Father, what a 
joy it is to know that You and I are walk-
ing through this life together. It gives me so 
much confi dence that You are here with me 
and will never leave or forsake me. As I look 
at the world today, I realize more and more 
that these people really need to know Your 
love for them.

Th ey call on many names, those of men and 
beasts of angels fallen and soaring, of de-
parted loved ones because they do not re-
alize that Yours is the only name by which 
they must be saved. Th ese people have not 
heard that the Kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ. Let Your kingdom reign in all 
the earth. It is our daily bread to meet the 
needs of those around us. Father, give us 
enough bread that we have suffi  cient for 
the worker and abundance for every good 
work. Please do not allow the kingdom of 
fi nances to override the kingdom of Your 
love and presence. Forgive us our sins. 
Th ough they are many in thoughts and 
deed that do not exalt You, I believe You 
have grace suffi  cient for all my sins. And 
Lord, please help me to forgive every of-
fense against me. Give me the grace to not 
demand an apology, but to press forward in 
forgiveness.

Father, protect me from evil. I know where 
I am weak, but You know how to overcome 
that weakness. Please do not let Your sov-
ereignty take me where Your grace cannot 
keep me. And please keep the devil away 
from me and my house in Jesus name. You 
are the only one worthy of all glory, hon-
or, power, might and dominion and I will 
praise You all the day long. Th ank You for 
hearing my prayer today. Th ank You for the 
love You have for me. Th ank You for keep-
ing me. Amen.

   Names for Prayer
Tibet 
 - Dr. Lawrence Ng
 - Rebekah Craig
 - Dr. Wang
 - Dr. Ren
 - Dr. Ma
 - Dr. Brad Keller
 - Dr. Koko
 - Mary Kelly Handy
 - Equipment costs
Thailand 
 - Dan, Debbie, Josiah Ecker
 - Hubert Chan
 - Hong Sunee
 - Jeff and Tammy Yuen
 - Ps. Thomanoon and family
 - Ps. Tong
 - South East Asia Products Co.
Laos 
 - Weipon and Lampoon
 - Nupon
 - Silivan
 - Tu
 - Micro-economic development 
Cambodia
 - Ps. Sinai and Somalay
 - Sothea
 - Boeurn and Vanna
 - The Kids
 - Cambodian Christian School  
    Network
 - School and Orphanage Staff
Vietnam
 - Ps. Mai and family
 - Pastoral Training
 - South East Asia 
    Products Company
Malaysia
 - Ps. James and Evellyn
 - Boon Fei and Angela
 - Pastor Ho
 - Pastor Wong
Hong Kong
 - Curtis and Mei Lin Jones
 - Dennis and Cathy Balcomb
 - Revival Christian Fellowship
 - Roy Chen
 - Jeannette Lo
Taiwan
 - Mike and Anne Jih
 - The Choa Family
 - Andrew and Marrion Jiang
Mexico
 - Ps. and Mrs. Bulmaro Valle
 - Hector Zetino, Mark, Jeannie, 
    and Debbie
Guatemala
 - Amilcar Cabrera, Rudy, 
    Ellie, Ami
 - Mark and Lois Simpson
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and large cities of nearby Yunnan province.  
A doctor and nurse at a cardiology center 
generously blessed me with food, lodging 
and friendship in their homes for another 6 
weeks.  The Lord revealed Himself to those 
women in special ways.

While I traveled around Yunnan, the rest of 
the Tibet team traveled all around the globe, 
each one “about the Father’s business”, 
praising Him for the opportunities He pro-
vided. Then, fi nally, we received what we 
have all been asking for – the door opened 
again.  We were allowed back into Tibet at 
the beginning of this month and all are ex-
cited about the days to come. On July 4th, 
while the U.S. celebrated Independence 
Day, Mark Geppert and I met with the hos-
pital in Tibet to sign the memorandum of 
agreement for another season of service. 
Praise the Lord for holding open the door 
so we can continue sharing the true freedom 
that can only be found in Christ!

Please pray for DOORS.
We stand on the promise that the Lord 
will open doors no man can close and 
close doors no man can open. We need 
to see Him open four doors before year’s 
end. The Door to the Tibetan Country-
side, the Door to Foundations, the Door 
to the Hearts of Global Leadership, and 
the Door of His Provision.

We also must open a door. He says, “Be-
hold I stand at the door and knock, if any 
man open I will come in and abide with 
him.” 

Here is the deal on doors, the more we 
open our hearts to Christ, the more He 
opens His doors for us. Call upon the 
Lord. Invite Him to the throne of your 
life and ministry. Lift your life before Him 
and call upon His name. He is knocking 
for a closer, abiding relationship. Please 
pray for SEAPC that we will always invite 
Jesus to be in our midst.

SEAPC Central America/Mexico

Rebecca Craig
Please pray for Rebekah that she would be 
released and the necessary doors would be 
opened for her to return next year and pros-
per in the work to which the Lord has called 
her.  

Please pray specifi cally with regard to fi -
nances and relationships. The next season 
of our work in Tibet holds tasks that can 
only be accomplished in His strength.  

Pray for Lawrence Ng that he would con-
tinually seek the strength that the Lord pro-
vides and that his daily activities would be 
focused and directed by Him.  

Pray for Matt Geppert as he and Jessica, 
who in the midst of schedules fi lled with 
meetings and travel, will be making a new 
home in Los Angeles this month.  

Please also remember: the prayer team com-
ing to Tibet in August; our medical directors 
(Drs. Bradley Keller and Gu Hong), their 
staff, and the children receiving treatments 
this month; and Vincent, Joshua and others 
– workers who are seeking God’s direction 
about future involvement in the project.

Every month we are reminded to pray for 
workers, doors, fi nances and fruit. In the 
February 2008 newsletter, the “Pray for 
DOORS” section specifi cally asked us to 
pray for open doors in Tibet. As if a prophet-
ic word, the following month it seemed that 
the doors had closed. However, the Word of 
the Lord has promised: 

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what 
you ask for.  Keep on seeking, and you will 
fi nd.  Keep on knocking, and the door will 
be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7)

I had the joy of spending May through 
July in China with the Touching Hearts 
team.  You joined us in prayer, asking God 
to open the doors that appeared closed.  In 
the meantime the work continued.  Children 
received treatments and a demonstration of 
His Love.  New workers offered their talents 
and gifts.  A resident physician, part of the 
Beijing treatment team, became our brother 
in Christ and several others in the medi-
cal community heard the Gospel, some for 
the fi rst time.  One of our interpreters came 
down from Tibet and traveled with me for 
3 weeks, assessing hospitals in small towns 

“But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, 
saying ‘Fear not: believe only, and she shall 
be made whole.’ And when he came into the 
house, he suffered no man to go in, save Pe-
ter, and James, and John, and the father and 
the mother of the maiden.” Luke 8:50-51

As we face real challenges in our lives, some 
of us reach a point where we are hopeless 
and feel that there is no answer regarding our 
families, ministries, etc. I am reminded of a 
man named Jairus (meaning, the Lord shall 
shine). He faced one of the most diffi cult 
situations in his life and needed a powerful 
supernatural miracle. When it seemed that 
there was no hope whatsoever, Jesus spoke 
to him saying “Fear not, just believe.”

Jesus went and chose Peter, John, and James, 
to take on the task of answering Jairus’ plea. 
This prompts me to look at them individu-
ally. Peter was aggressive in the things of 
God. He was willing to make mistakes but 
was so eager to learn. John, “the apostle of 
love”, always talked about the love of God 
in his epistles. He had passion. James was 

ambitious. He truly believed who Jesus 
was. He wanted to be on the right hand 
of Jesus as He reigned. He even used his 
mother to try to persuade Jesus to give him 
that position. 

We are represented by Jairus, to whom Je-
sus raised his daughter from the dead, be-
cause we know that God will shine on us, 
even in our darkest moments. As Jesus said 
to Jairus, He also says to us, “Fear not, just 
believe.” He showed us the importance of 
believing and surrounding ourselves with 
people like these three disciples, who were 
in one accord with Jesus. They were aggres-
sive, ambitious, and full of love. I can see a 
few men in my life today with these qualities 
that are inspirations in my life. If we want 
to see God shining in not only our lives, but 
the lives of the people we lead today, lets 
follow his example, and God will shine!     

Hector Zetino
Director of Hispanic 
Ministries

Rebekah Craig
craig.rebekah@gmail.com



Gary Trebilcock is a man who believes that 
biblical principles are necessary in the 
business world. Based upon James 4:17 
which states “anyone, then, who knows 
the good he ought to do and doesn’t do 
it, sins”, he strives to follow through with 
the good that the Lord reveals to him. One 
such area has been the Cambodia Chris-
tian School Network. Thanks to Gary, funds 
were provided to build the fi rst building at 
the college in Rongko.

Gary is the president of Litco International 
Inc. which produces material handling 
products. Founded upon biblical prin-
ciples, the corporate company motto is 
“with God, all things are possible.” 

Attack Lambs in Action A percentage of all profi ts are donated 
to charities, most of which are Christian. 
Prayer meetings are held on Tuesday and 
Friday mornings which are available for 
employees who are encouraged to share 
needs for prayer. Gary fi rmly believes that 
such actions are vital and that people are 
valuable. He is amazed at what the Lord 

has shown them and 
what the Lord has 
done through the 
years as they follow 
Him. 

Thank you, Gary. You 
are an Attack Lamb in 
the business world.

It Takes a Team (cont’d from page 1)
This rice fi eld transformation had involved 
Cambodians, Singaporeans, Malaysians, 
Thais and Americans who prayed, gave, 
traveled, sweated, labored, taught, evange-
lized and prayed some more. It had taken 
2,500 dump trucks of fi ll to bring the rice 
fi eld to the dirt road level. 

Montour Supply had made it possible to intro-
duce a pre-school for four-year-olds, and the 
Church of Singapore Bukit Timah had taken 
over many of the incidental costs and sent 
three of her best young people to train the staff.

The Secretary of State had given us the gov-
ernment support we needed, and Jesus had 
healed and saved the public school princi-
pal. We were off and running. 1,500 more 
trucks of dirt lifted the existing school out 
of the fl ood plain, and a potable water well 
decimated the absentee problem.

Confi dence in the program and the power of 
prayer lifted the staff from the lethargic mal-
aise of subtropical poverty to the pinnacle 
of personal achievement. These 75 young 
people were about to graduate in a country 
in which 2.8% have completed sixth grade. 
This was a great day.

Turning from the window I looked at the 
product of a dream team. Each one had re-
ceived Jesus during the youth outreaches.  
Each one was learning the Word of God 
from their recently born-again teachers.

“How many of you would like to continue 
your education?” I asked. 75 hands shot up.

“How many of you can afford to go to the 
University at the Capitol?” Not one hand 
was raised.

“I suppose we will have to open the Rongko 
Christian University then.” Even as I said it, 
I felt the “Amen” of the Dream Team.

Finish the building, fi nd six teachers and 
two administrators, get the paper work from 
the Secretary and be ready to go by Octo-
ber 1. Now does that sound too hard for the 
Lord? Not when you understand how far we 
have come by faith. Not when you under-
stand that we are now 2,000 in our school 
and the University is just the natural exten-
sion of what the Lord has begun.

Have a dream? Build a Team. I thank God 
for each and every one who has prayed, 
given, gone and believed that in Christ all 
things are possible. Oh, and the cows? That 
calf now climbs up to the second fl oor and 
sleeps in one of the hallways. Abundance 
touches every part of a community being 
transformed by the visitation of God.

Mark  
markgeppert@seapc.us
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Gary Trebilcock

Books by Mark Geppert

Stepping Stones
First taught in a leadership 
meeting in Indonesia. This 
217 page book teaches the 
establishment of ministry 
base, resource develop-
ment, intercession, dis-
cipleship with a purpose, 

going, evaluation and sustaining the work. 
It is backbone of the Church Planting ef-
fects of SEAPC.

Bridges
Twelve crucial steps to 
abundant living and 
practical advice for grow-
ing in the everyday. 
This book gives the reader 
simple biblical 

principles to stand on through the hard les-
sons of life.   

A Faith To Die For
How can you face death 
squarely and know an 
absolute absence of fear? 
You can if you have Hope.  
Recounting his journey 
from captivity to freedom 
in Aceh, Indonesia, Mark 

Geppert shows us the reality of knowing a 
God who “never fails us or forsakes us.”   

Attack Lambs
This book details the 
principles in the Prayer 
Walking Seminar. Mark 
has taught this in hundreds 
of groups and churches to 
thousands of people.  It is 
described to “powerfully 

picture the potential impact a gentle army 
of worshipping warriors can have on a lost 
and troubled world.”

...now available in Chinese! 
Buy online at www.seapc.us or contact 
us at 412-826-9063.
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Kingdom First Financial
Could it be that this book that was taken 
out of so much of our society is not just a 
historical book? Is this verse saying what 
I think? I wrote this in my Bible that day, 
“This book is not about someone, this book 
is someone.” 

I had found a very important key to the 
search for the kingdom that I was on. Then 
the Holy Spirit spoke through this word: He-
brews 4:12-13 “For the word of God is liv-
ing and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division 
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. And there is no creature hidden 
from His sight, but all things are naked and 
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must 
give account.”

From this day forward, my priorities had 
changed. If I was going to put His kingdom 
fi rst, I was going to need to spend time with 
this word, seeking and listening to what He 
was saying about His kingdom. I had found 
my fi rst love: His word.

Blessings,

Jeff Swogger
jeff@litco.com

times over the years. I have read many great 
stories about Abraham, David, Samuel, Jo-
nah, Jesus, Peter, etc. I had always looked 
at it as a book of historical events and life 
events of those great men and women of 
faith who had come before us. 

It was not until I began this search that I be-
gan to realize that this book was the most 
valuable source and that I have to be about 
His Kingdom’s Business. This book has 
been taken out of public schools, govern-
ment offi ces and even now in some church-
es because of technology advancement. 
Why is this book being put on the shelf by 
so many? Are we being deceived? Yes! Our 
enemy the devil realizes that if God’s people 
ever get back into this book and use it as 
it was designed, his days of destruction and 
death are over. 

As I began my search for the Kingdom First, 
I had to go back to the Bible to really fi nd the 
system and successful way to be kingdom 
minded. I would have to ask myself, “Why 
would this book be so despised and ignored 
by so many in this world’s system?”.

I found my answer in John 1 and Revelation 
19:13. I have already given you scriptures 
in John 1, so look at Revelations 19:13 and 
see what it says. Revelation 19:13 - “He 
was clothed with a robe dipped in blood,  
and His name is called The Word of God.”

Friends                                                                              Matt
“After they prayed, the place where they 
were meeting was shaken. And they were 
all fi lled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 
word of God boldly.” Acts 4:31
 
Our mud-covered minivan slid cautiously 
through the tracks of the tanker truck in 
front of us as we made our decent from fog- 
covered mountain top city of PhongSali. 
I was trying to keep the slogan “cause so 
much is riding on your tires” from my mind 
but couldn’t shake the testimony of the man 
sitting in front of me.

Two days prior, we had been at a small bor-
der. It was the same border where my dad 

had seen the giant python tied up to a tree 
that inspired his chapter of Attack Lambs,  
“The Serpent is Bound.” Now I was remem-
bering the story of the man in front of me 
and loosing sight of that prayer from the 
book which, when proclaimed, is so power-
ful that it ties up and completely captures 
our fears. 

In his testimony, the bus left the tire tracks 
and shot from the mountain’s cliff, piercing 
through the tall bamboo shoots until halting 
suspended by their branches, just feet above 
the ground. When he woke, the passengers 
around him were dead. But he was saved 
and people soon came to help.
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through Him, and without 
Him nothing was made that was made. In 
Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. And the Word became fl esh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glo-
ry as of the only begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” John 1:1-5, 14

I love to read about individuals who have 
lived or designed what we would term as 
successful lives. I love to read about rags to 
riches stories, people who have overcome 
great obstacles to conquer, and then to fi nd 
success in business systems. 

I have read a lot of success secret books 
from writers such as Zig Ziglar, Art Wil-
liams and John Maxwell to name a few. I 
learned along time ago if you want to be 
successful, go fi nd someone who became 
successful, study how they became a suc-
cess and model it. 

So, as I began my journey of truly learn-
ing the principles of how to operate in the 
Kingdom of God, I needed to fi nd a book, 
that would give me a model of how to do 
this. I was pleased to  fi nd that my search 
was quickly completed; it was already in 
my possession. We call this book the Holy 
Bible. I have read the Bible through many

My eyes ripped away from the road as our 
van slid toward the truck and focused on his 
head in front of me.  The jostling woke him 
up, he turned to me and said, “You know, I’d 
rather be a small part of something big, than 
a big part of something small.”  ME TOO!

Matt    
mattgeppert@seapc.us
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Girl friends are unifi ed in many ways; they 
think alike, work together, like to shop or 
go to the movies and have the same needs.   
This summer I’ve been so blessed to have 
time with girlfriends of the faith. All of the 
above likes apply, but in the context of our 
faith we are the most blessed. I’d like to share 
how I’ve been blessed in this article, hoping 
you will see the blessings all around you as 
well. Reacquainting with friends from years 
ago has reminded me of God’s timelessness. 
We can drop in and out of each others lives 
with God’s purpose and feel right at home. 
We catch up, share our testimonies and look 
forward to the next time. Girls need to laugh 
and cry together.

One woman shared her story about her 
mom’s nursing home experiences with some 
practical advice on how to lessen the stress 
of separating after visits which really helped 
me to trust more in the Lord and not my own 
strength. She suggested having the nurse 
come when I needed to leave so she could 
redirect my father’s attention. That eased my 
fears enough for me to be more confi dent and 

creative instead of thinking that the hard part 
was unavoidable and dreading it the whole 
time.

Six women with their own ministries over-
seas have confi rmed in different ways how 
we are able to walk together and help one 
another without competition. Not just in 
work relationship but in real heart-to-heart 
transparent friendship. That may be the 
most strengthening and pleasing outcome of 
friendship and serving the Lord. Just hav-
ing time for each other in our busy worlds is 
huge. To be able to join in each others joys 
and weep in each others grief is so encour-
aging. It builds my faith in the Word of God.  
We shared strategies and ministry, but also 
family and personal needs without fear of 
exposure.  

One dear friend is always there for me. We 
are very different but our desire for God 
carries us and we determine to grow and 
be our best even when we don’t want to. It 
is wonderful to have a friend that doesn’t

Calendar Items

August 16  SEAPC Concert of Prayer, 
Patchogue, NY

August 24-27  SEAPC Friends Around 
the Table, Cambodia

September 3-6  NHO Kids Camp, 
Cambodia

September 9-13  Rongko Teacher 
Retreat, Cambodia

September 20  Light at the Lighthouse 
Festival, San Pedro , CA

September 22-October 11 Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Malaysia

October 18  Center for Biblical Studies, 
Tallahassee, FL

give up on you. Others forgive me over and 
over for not emailing or calling for long peri-
ods of time — one called me to task recently 
when I had acted without explanation caus-
ing a hurt. I was so thankful for her attention 
to it and easy acceptance of my apology.  

I am blessed to have family sisters as well 
who trust in the Lord and help me to grow. 
We share natural similarities and family 
memories that have shaped us so we can help 
each other understand more of how God has 
made us.  

If you have these relationships you are 
blessed — if you think you don’t, just begin 
to pray and you’ll have more than you can 
keep up with. Look around and see who else 
needs a friend.

Your Girl Friend,

Ellie   
elliegep@seapc.us

Please pray for FRUIT.
280 families in Tibet, 75 graduates from 
the Cambodia School, Successful Base-
ball Camps preaching and reaching in 
Taiwan, a new China Director for SEAPC. 
Bills paid, commitments kept. These are 
all fruit of believing prayer.

The ministry is moving very quickly 
these days. The Lord has brought won-
derful people together. They are truly 
selfl ess in their desire to serve the Lord. 
They are strong as individuals but have 
learned the greater strength of working 
together. They have laid aside their own 
point of view to embrace what works.

Perhaps the greatest fruit we are seeing 
is the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 
Jesus has knit together the tapestry of a 
Global Community that is daily reaching 
the nations. Please pray for us as we con-
tinue to try to live on the higher level of 
friendship.

Dates for Prayer

August 24-28  
Friends Around the Table: 
International gathering of SEAPC affi li-
ates, co-laborers, staff and speakers for 
fellowship, ministry, and sharing ideas.

September 3-6  NHO Kids Camp:
A retreat for all the NHO orphanages to 
come together to see one another, have 
fun and be encouraged in the Lord. 

September 9-13  
Rongko Teacher Retreat:
The ‘fi rst teacher retreat for SEAPC is 
designed for fellowship and learning:   
workshops on : Scientifi c Method, 
Science Fair, Classroom Manage-
ment and Environment,  Impact of the 
Internet, Why Physical Education and 
Spiritual Impartation.
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